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Design School Kolding
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Have you seen 
the hammer?



Hammers disappear
Materials dance and jump

Resisting our hands, our intentions
Surprising us with their dreams

Sending us off
On grand adventures 
To the end of a world
Our bodies respond
Affected, affecting

A new world, a shared world,
Grows from the encounter
But where is the hammer?



Thank you for 
coming today!



‘ This is not a defence’



Maybe this is 
what it looks like?



‘The Junk Playground as Agora – Designing for 
Playful Democratic Frictions’
Welcoming 
Becoming – Knowing – Critiquing – Theorising - Doing
Attuning to the Playground

Rhythms and Affective Intensities
Conflicts and Social Friction

Care and Collective Joy
Participation in the Playgrounds

Complementing Participatory Democracy
Drifting by Friction

Playful Democratic Frictions
Co-Labouring Other Worlds

Conclusion



Balancing 
hopes and 
contributions

Playful 

Democracy

Playful Research

The 
challenges of 

living well 
together



A map of our journey
Beginning

Questioning

Moving on

Experimenting

Analysing

Contributing

Theorising



CounterPlay – an origin story

(almost) EXACTLY 10 
years ago today!



(Henricks, 2015) 



Research 
Questions

What happens when we 

understand play as a mode 

of democratic participation?

How can we 

study playful 

democratic 

participation?

How might we design 

for playful democratic 

participation?



Methodology
What do you bring with 
you on your adventures 
when all you know is that 
you want to know 
something you don’t know 
yet, can’t know yet?



Constructive 
design research

E.g. (Koskinen, 2011)



Artistic & 
performative 
research

E.g. (Østern et al, 2021)



Autoethnography

(Holman Jones, 2017)

‘‘Autoethnography does not speak 
through an individual or isolated 
voice, saying ‘My story, my 
experience, my self, the end.’ 
Rather, autoethnography is 
interested and invested in 
assembling a we’



‘The Junk Playground 
as Agora’

Experiments

(Koskinen et al, 2011; Redström, 
2017; Brandt et al, 2015) 



Ex
pe

rim
en

ts



‘We have landed far 
into the future…’





‘today you have been 
closer to creating 
something with your fellow 
students than ever before. 
It felt good to take a step 
back, let go of control and 
surrender to the process. 
Important development 
towards who you want to 
be and what you want to 
be a part of’





Representational 
issues



Theory 
development

(Redström, 2017)



Democracy as 
movement

E.g. (Rosanvallon, 2018; 
Schlosser et al., 2019)



Participation as 
assemblage



Friction

E.g. (Stewart, 2007; 
Berlant, 2022; Tsing, 2005)



Prefiguring 
other worlds

E.g. (Yates, 2015, 2021; 
Monticelli & Escobar, 2022)



The mystery of analysis
E.g. (Ballestero & 

Winthereik, 2021)



Gathering my 
research materials

My own observations, 

sensations & 

reflections

Photos

Video (phones 

& GoPro)

Verbal & written 
reflections from 
participants



(Charmaz, 2014)



Maybe it takes six 
years to bake a 
half-decent 
analysis?

Case in point:
Collective Joy



‘I’m not talking 
about Hollywood 
romantic 
relationships, I’m 
talking about a 
sense of care, 
connection, 
generosity, 
appreciation, that 
kind of love'



‘As the world becomes 
an ever lonelier place, it 
is sustaining 
relationships, in 
whatever form they 
take, which must 
become ever more 
important. An act of 
defiance, even’

(Segal, 2018)



‘but is it a joyful 
mode of 
engagement?’ 

(Papacharissi, 2021)



DRS 2022



‘I have been on a journey 
this afternoon, where 
there was much joy […] 
together with colleagues 
I don’t normally talk to. 
(…) it was so much fun 
and there was a 
delightful feeling of 
community’. 



‘The researcher is also in the 
hands of the research material’

(Østern et al, 2021)



A junk playground 
approach to analysis?



Unpacking 
Contributions



‘Playful 
Democratic 
Frictions’



'Drifting by Friction’

E.g. (Krogh & Koskinen, 2020, 2022)
(Tsing, 2015)



Becoming 
otherwise



If this is my PhD, 
what should I 
add next?



With Love

‘Let us draw upon that love to heighten our 
awareness, deepen our compassion, 
intensify our courage, and strengthen our 
commitment.’ (Hooks, 2015)



Thank you again 
for coming today!


